— 


? 


CIRCULAR LETTER; 


‘MINISTERS AND MESSENGER 
NORTHAMP-ONSHIRE ASSOCIATION: 
4 Assembled at DUNSTABLE, June 11, 12, 13, 1805. 


‘\ Maintaining the important dottrines of three equal perfons in the Godhead; 
“eternal and perfonal eléétion 5 original fin; particular redemption; free juftifica- 
tion by the imputed-tighteoufnefs of Chritt ; efficacious grace in regeneration; the 
final perfeverance of real believers; the refurrection of the dead; the future judg» 
gent ; the eternal happinefs of the righteous ; and everlafting mifery of fuch as 
die impenitent; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably : 


To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or from which they bave received: Letters ; 
Meeting at Lofcoe, Derbythire ; Sutton-Afbfield, and Nottingbam, Nottinghamhhire ; 
Sheepfbead, Leicefter, Arnfoy, and Foxton, Leicefterfhire ; Oak- 
bem, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnthire; Gretton, Ciipfone, Guilfborough, ‘Braunfton, 
Wolgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonshire; O/ney, 
Buckinghambhire ; Dunflab/e, and Luten, Bedfordthire ; St. Albans, Hertfordhhire ; 
and Burton-upon- Trent, Staffordthire. 


“a 

SRACEBE TO YOU AND PEACE PROM GOD OUR FATHER, AND FROM JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD! 

| 
Beloved Brethren ! 


N the courfe of our late annual epiftles, we have addrefled 4 
#-you, on feveral practical fubjedts intimately connected with | 
the. worthip of God, We have explained to you in fome | 
degtee, the nature of divine ordinances, particularly bap- | 
tiim, church-fellowfhip, and the Lord’s fupper; and have. 
alfo urged a few motives to enforce a compliance with thefe | 
things :* but it is of great confequence that the {pirit in;which 
they are attended to fhould correfpond with their holy nature. | 
Agreeably therefore to the propofal at our laft meeting, we now } 


me 


fubmit to your confideration a few thoughts on THE MANNER*~ - 
OF ATTENDING TO DIVINE ORDINANCES. 
~All the duties comprehended in thefe facred exercifes, are re- | 
ducible to the manner of our a proach, and the ftate of mind in : 
: io we engage in them. ans things require attention be- 
ore'Nand, and certain hindrances to be avoided, if we would 
worlhip the Lord without diftraétion. 
1, Regard muft be paid to time. We muft remember the 
bath day before it comes, if wé would keep it holy. Stated 
‘ ee of public worfhip mult be kept in view, and previous 
fon aren made, in order to meet their approach with com- 
Gey ‘ pecially with perfons concerned in bufinefs, or who have 
pnd ut of families. For want of this, fome are careful and 
the feet about many things, when they fhould be fitting at 
of Jefus; and are labouring for the bread that perifh- — 
® See Letters for the year 1800 to 1803, 
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manner of attending to divine ordinances: 
THE 
n 
nd 
nd 
ith 
te 
is 


| 
eth, inftead of feeking after that which endureth to everlafting 
life Avoid, we befeech you, the unwife and finful praGice 
of fome heads of families, who either buly themfelves or their 
domeftics in fuperfluous cares about providing for the body, til] 
they are hindered from coming to the houfe of God, or’are hur. 
ried thither at the laft moment, fo as to render their attendance 
unprofitable. It was faid to Ifrael at the clofe of the week, 
“ To-morrow is the reft of the holy fabbath unto JeHovag: 
bake that which ye will bake, to-day, and feethe that ye will 
feethe; and that which remaineth ovtr, lay up for+you to be 
kept until the morning:” and though we allow that many 
things were forbidden on the jewifh fabbath which to us are 
lawful, yet it has been commonly admitted among chriftians, 
that no works are lawful to be done on the Lord’s day, except. 
ing thofe of neceffity and mercy. But if fo, the above precept is 
ftill in force; for furely it is not neceffary that we thould live - 
upon food made ready on the day, and {till lefs that we thould 
make it a day of {pecial indulgence, and rob our fervants of that 
time and thofe privileges which the Lord has provided for their 
- fpiritual improvement. Here alfo it becomes us to exprefs our 
difapprobation of a practice too common with fome profellors, 
of journeying on worldly bufinefs on the Lord’s day. We fay 
nothing of thofe who thus employ the whole of the day, but et 
them down as heathens. The people we refer to are fuchas 
compromife matters. They have a journey of thirty or forty 
miles before them. ‘ We can go fixteen miles, fay they, be 
fore worfhip, and call and hear Mr. fuch-a-one. Then we can 
ride ten miles more between noons, and hear ‘Mr. fuch-a-one— 
and when the afternoon fervice is ended, we can finilh out 
journey, and be ready for bufinefs on Monday morning,’ Surely 
this is not to worfhip God; but an attempt rather to ferve io 
and mammon. When Jofhua put the people to their choice, 
either to ferve the Lord, or, if that feemed evil, to “ hoole 
whom they would ferve,” they feemed to have been fhocked 
__ at the thought ; “ God forbid (fay they) that we fhould forlake 

the Lord, to ferve other gods.” But Jofthua anfwered, 
cannot fervé the’ Lord, for he is a holy God; he isa jealous 
God ; he will not forgive your tranfgreffions, nor your fins. 
** Nay, (fay they) but we will ferve the Lord.” “ T hen put 
away (fays he) the ftrange gods that are among you.” Jol 
Xxiv: I5—23. 

2. Prayer mult precede our’ attendance at the houfe of Gol: 
but little good is to be expedted without this. The benefit t 
be derived from public ordinances depends not fo much onl 
tellectual capacity, as on the (pirituality of our minds; and no- 
thing tends fo effectually to promote this as drawing neat 
God. There is an intimate connexion between the duties of 
the clofet and thofe of the family, and between thele and 
_@f the houfe of God. The one prepares for the other, 304 
infufes 4 favour into all that are to follow : it is like the ia 


‘unction previous to an appearance in the holy place. 
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can but go, as hungering and thirfting after righteoufnefs, we 


“fhall be filled; but if as rich and needing nothing, we thall be 


feut empty away. Much of our barrennefs and deadnefs in 
holy duties is owing to our not being cleanfed according to the 


cification of the fanctuary: wi// wa/b my hands in innocency ; 
fowill 1 campa/s thine altar, ob Lord! Our fouls require to be 


fet in order, before it can be expected that God fhould dwell in 


them :/the money-changers mutt be driven out of the temple, 
and the tables overturned, or it cannot be a habitation for God 
through the Spirit. If we would arife, and go up to Bethel, 
we mult put away the ftrange gods: for what fellowfhip hath 
light with darknefs, or the temple of God with idols ? 

. Let your communications by the way be fuch as become 
the gofpel, and tending to.{pirituality. ‘lhere are many in all 
our congregations who live at a diftance from their place of 
orfhip, and thofe who do not, have intervals from the public 
exerciles of the fabbath; and it is of no {mall confequence how 
thele are occupied. If we be not “‘in the fear of the Lord all 


the day long,” it is not likely that any part of it will be {pent to - 


advantage, If engaged on topics foreign from religion, fuch 
talk of the lips tends only to penury. In going or returning 
from the houfe of God, if the concerns of this life, trade, poli- 
tics, or the common news of the day, any farther than to re- 
gard the works of the Lord and the operation of his hands, 
thefe things will be like the birds of prey which come to devour 
the facrifice: the ground that fhould be prepared for the good 
feed, will be overfpread with briers and thorns, which choak 


the word, and render it unfruitful. If the interefting truths © 
of the gofpel cannot furnifh us with matter for meditation, we 


had better be filent, and not poifon the minds of others with 


our vain and worldly. converfation. ‘* Thou fhalt not do thine 


OWN: Ways, nor find thine own pleafure, nor fpeak thine own 
words, on m holy day; but fhalt call the fabbath a delight, the 
holy of the rd, and honourable.” a | 

4 Be careful to attend early, that you may neither have your 


_ minds difcompofed, nor interrupt the devotions of others. 
puntorefeen occurrences, perfons may fometimes be prevented 
“Mom attending public ordinances at the appointed time; but in 


that cafe it becomes them to wait at the entrance, if the exer- 


er of worthip have commenced, or to make their approach 
With flillnefs and folemnity. Keep thy foot when thou goeft to the 


rat Ged;\and be more ready to hear, than to give the facrifice 
Whatever may be faid of the place, as having no,mure. 
nels than any other, there is certainly a reverence due to 


worthip of God. For perfons coming late, to clath the 


if th smake a noife with their teet, and ruth to their feats, as . 
fule i. were traverfing a common market, is not only an ib- 
divine Majefty who has fixed his name thefe, but 


weenie on.all the laws of decency and decorum. Thofe 


in the Aabit of entering the houfe of God after che 
4 Deguny would do well to enquire whether it be not 
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éWing to their hearts not being in it. “They certainly apap 
to act on the principle by which Ananias and Sapphira perithed, 
who kept back a part of the price of their pofleffion, ‘whik 
they profeffed to devote the whole of it to the Lord, Is iting 
a fearful fign that fuch worthippers will find themfelves ty 
Jate another day, when thofe who are ready fhall enter in, an 
the door will be fhut ! | 
5. Let your attendance be regular and conflant. Appear not 
as a ftranger or a gueft, but like a child at home. Dwellin 
the houfe of the Lord all the days of thy life, to behold th 
beauty of the Lord, and enquire in his temple. Some canbe 
content with attending once in the day; a fort of afternoon 
hearers, who devote to the Lord fo much of their time.as 
can fpare from perfonal indulgence, or what is found tok 
‘ neceflary to keep up the credit of their profeffion. Others, on 
occafion of a flight tndifpofition, or any other trivial inconve 
nience, confider themfelves as furnifhed with the plea of 
emption; or if the affi€tion be of a more ferious ‘nature, tt 
takes away their heart from God, and they can {carcely for 
give the feverity of his difpenfations. Some who have appeartd 
to be good people, yet feem to have ftrange ideas of the duties 
of their profeffion. When firft awakened, and joined in fh 
Towhhip with a chriftian church, they called the fabbath at 
light, holy and honourable ; were regular in their ‘attendant 
church-meetings, and at the table ofthe Lord; difcovertis 
- Tove to the brethren, and zeal for the caufe of Chrift: ut 
_and bye their place is empty, or only occafionally occu 
whether at the foot of the throne, or at the table of commeme 
ration. They have fallen back into the rear of ‘the army, #- 
ing only as fubalterns, and fearcely ever ‘mufter with'the hoft of 
‘God to battle. fome, ‘to their fhame be it fpoken, have 
been known to abfent themfelves from the ordinances of Chiil 
for months, dnd even years together, who notwithftanding, % 
_ the thame of their connexions, have been retained in’a ftace of 
Nominal memberfhip. We hope, brethren, that you have not 
learned Chrift ; and that'neither a fenfe of duty nor ‘of it 
Felt would fuffer you thus to furfake’the aflembling of 
‘felves together; or if any of you do fo, that your brethren wil 
~ not fuffer fin in this manner to reft upon you. _ 
__ 6, Obferve a becoming pofture in the houfe of God, that you 
_ whole deportment' may éorrefpond with the folemnities of p> 
Tie 'worthip. Though ‘mere bodily fervice profiteth Mot, 
we thould ‘ferve the Lord with our bodies, as well a5 08 
fpirits, which ate*his. There is ‘an outward behaviour int 
things which is ah ‘honour 'to ‘religion, in the eyés of 
world; and ‘there ’is‘a itianner which tends to render it 
Jous, and bring it into difgrace. ‘Our gefture is general 
Aidered as expreffing fornéthitig of the ftate of our minds. 
4s pofture which we call‘inddlent and carelefs : the 
We confider it as indicating arr inattentive and uninterefied T 
SMmind.” Varibus'are'the exercifes inswhich 
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‘al or ftand feems moft naturally to exprefs a holy reverence 
srotghne duty of prayer. When Jehofhaphat and his 


i aoed in a focial act of religious worfhip, we are in- 
‘the Levites flood up, to praife the Lord God of 


Ifracl with a loud voice on high.” In liftening to.the miniftry | 
of the word, it is not unbecoming to fit or ftand, as may be. 
found moft eligible. Throughout the whole, let a facred | 


reverence fill your minds, ariling from a devout tecollecion, 


"that ‘you are under an eye which infpects the fecfets of your 


hearts; engaged in a work in which you ate to compare what 
you hear with the oracles of God, and attending to truths ia 


- -which you have an important, an eternal concern, Sucha 


frame of mind will not only correct a roving imagination, and 
check a wandering eye, but lead to a demeanour becoming the 
chriftian ‘character. And if it be proper to keep ‘your foot 
when going tv the houfe of God, is it not equally fo when you 


petire-at the clofe of the fervice? True, fome have adopted a 


pfactice of frequently withdrawing, when the fermion is ended: 
but furely thofe reafons ought to be weighty which can juftify 
@ conduct apparently fo irreverent towards God, as well as 


: sude before men. And farther, to fee the hafte Which fome 


are into be gone, when the fervice is finally clofing, is exceed- 
ingly 

Opening the door of his\pew, before the folemn benediction is 
fully delivered. -OQné would almoft think that fych muft be 
of the family of Doeg the Edomite, of whom it ‘is recorded, 
that he ‘was “ detained before the Lord.” Béethren,- let 


thele things never be faid of you; but whatfoeveg things. are 
| “rath whatfoever things are of good report, think on thefe 


gs. | 

Guard again drow/inefs at the time of worfhip. This 
a'practice fo difgraceful that we cannot meition it without 
conliderable uneafinefs, and fhould be glad tofee! it banifhed 
‘from all our congregations. Should an earthly king grant an 


» audience to his (ubjects, and that on matters of high impor- 


‘tance; what would be thought of their condud, if during the 


interval any of them were to indulge in liftleénefs, and were 


for repofe? And what fhail be faid that ‘worthip- 


per, who in the very aét of holding communio: with the King 


‘immortal and invifible ; in the very a& of peitioning for his 


life, or heating what God the Lord thall fped&, is found inva 
fleeping pofture?, When he enters the fanétuar}, does he indeed 


oN that the Lord is there? That ic is nore other than the 
Houle of God, and the gate of heaven? There may be cafes:in- 
in which this dulnefs and heavinefs may Oecome, in ade- | 


gree, involuntary ; like the difeiples in the garden, ‘when their 
were heavy with fleep, the fpirit mav be' willing, while the 
‘Ge nub weak. The infirmities of age and thofe arifing from 
“in'that cafe, it may bevafked, if it malt needs be fo, have ye not 
Weds at home to fleep in? Why shen. profane: the houfe of God? 


y. Perhaps one is reaching his hat, ;and another 


or debility, may claim fony forbearance. Butceven 
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- 8, Avoid all complimentary attentions at the time of worhhip, 
by thewing refpect to the perfons of men. It is not the delign 
of chriftianity to withhold honour from thofe to whom honour 
is due; but there is a time for ali things, and for every purpofe 
under the fun. If it would be unfeemiy in the attendants of a 
king to be pafling compliments on each other in the royal pre. 
fence, it muit be much more fo for the fervants of God to be fo 
employed, while paying their homage before his throne. Thefe 
things may be very proper in the departments of civil fociety; 
but thould be banifhed from the houfe of the Lord. There all 
are on a level: all are brethren. ‘If ye fulfil the royal law, 
according to the feriptures, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyfelf, ye do well: bur if ye have re/peé? to perjons, ye commit 
fii, and are convinced of the law as tranfgreflors.” A ftate of 
mind which cheriihes worldly diftin@ions among chriftians, is 
inconfiftent with brotherly atfection, a principle which {weet. 
ens and endears the exercifes of focial worihip : and that which 
is unfriendly to the love of the brethren, is equally fo to the 
Jove of God, without which all religion is mere hypocrify. 

g. Preferve a becoming /olemaity in your attendance on divine 
erdinances, and carefully avoid every tendency to lightnels or 
indifference. As to thofe who make the houfe of God a theatre 
-of levity and buffoonery, we know not how they will anfwer it 
another day. Let us be careful that there be nothing amongt 
ourselves that is inconfiftent with that deep feriouf{nefs which 
becomes the worlhippers of the moft high God. We may 
ferve him indeed with holy freedom; but it muft alfo be with 
‘fear: and if werejoice, it muft be with trembling. Weare 
anvited to mreet the Lord on a'throne of grace, and may there- 
fore come with boldnefs: but the new and living way by which 
“we approach, and the ground we occupy as petitioners, have 
‘been: confecrated for us at no lefs expence than that of the blood 
of Jefus. Wehave alfo an advocate with the Father, that his 
terrors may net make us afraid: but let us not fhame his inter- 
ceflion by trifing formality, or profane indifference. That be 
far from us, sh Lord!  Holinefs becometh thine houfe for 


ever.” .Whenan angel appeared to Daniel, he ftood trembling, 


and ithere remained no ftrength in him: and when one like 
unto the Son of Man appeared to John, he fell at his feet as 
dead. * Whi then would not fear thee, oh thou King of n 
tions; for unts thee doth it appertain!”” When the Lord {pake 
‘to job our of he whirlwind, he abhorred himfelf, and repented 


in duft and afles: and when he appeared. to Ifaiah, ‘fitting — 


bh ae throne; high and lifted up, and his train filled the tem- 
ple,” the proprer cried out, ** Woe is me; for | am undone! 
And fhall we novalfo tremble at his word, and be filled with 


foletin awe whet) we enter the habitation of his holinets! 
“Was Uzzah fmitten, who but lightly touched the ark! Let 


usbeware of laying uthallowed hands on facred inftitutions- 
Did fire from heaven Cenfume the fons of Aaron for thei 


temerity ? Let us We approach the altar, 
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ys have ‘grace, whereby we may ferve God acceptably, with 
veverence and godly fear: for our God is a coniuming fire! | 

10. Do all in dependence on divine influence. Go to holy 
ordinances in the ftrength of the Lord God, and in the multt- 
tude of his tender mercies. ‘Seli-fuiliciency not only dilquali- 
fes us for his fervice, but deprives us of his bleffing. if in 
holy duties we depend on our zeal, our talents, or religious 
habits, we fhall be left to ferve alone, and it will come to 
nothing: Ichabod will be written upon all we do. If in feek- 
ing heavenly inftruction, we be wife in our own eyes, we fhall 
not find it. The Lord of heaven and earth * hideth thefe things 
from the wife and prudent, and revealeth them unto babes.” 
If in drawing near to him, we depend not on the holy Spirit to 
help our infirmities, we {hall not know what to pray for as we 
ought. When we are the moft confidentiof fuccefs, and have 
- the higheft expectations, that is feldony the time‘for God to 
work. The Midianites are not to be fubdued when Gideon’s 
army is ftrong, but when its numbers are reduced, “he tem- 
ple fhall be built: but it fhall * not be by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts,” that the head-ftone 
thereof may be broaght forth with fhoutings, Grace, grace unto 
it! When all felf-fuficiency is renounced, and we realize 
our own weaknels, then are we ftrong in the Lerd, and in the 
power of his might. - Hence the Lord often blefles his fervants 
when their hands are feeble, and their hearts difcouraged, that 
his-glory may re(t upon them. ‘* He givech power to the faint ; 
and to them thatehave no might, he encreafeth ftrength.” 

11. Finally, brethren, do all to the glory of God. We are 
very much in danger of being influenced by other motives than 
thofe ariling from pure difinterefted Jove. “Education or ex- | 
ample may have its effect, or the authority of others over us. 
A fenfe of propriety or intereft. may dire&t our attendance at the 
houfe of God, and habit may render it agreeable. The con- 
hexions we have formed, either of a civil or religious kind, or 


» 


the obligations. of our profefiion may require the obfervance of 
golpel ordinances, But there is nothing of the love of God in 
all this; nor will it be accepted at our hands. Providence 

ving placed us within the fphere of certain religious princi- 


ples, it becomes us alfo to. beware that we do not take them 
ey truft ; but that we adopt them on the fulleft convi@tion 
: theif divine authority. Nor is this all: we are.in danger 
é attending to divine appointments rather from an idea of their 
— and propr iety, than as conftituting the will of God con- 
eo 8 us. It is good indeed to fee that what he commands 
* reafonable fervice: but that is not to be the ground of our 
rm aa for that would be a fubmiffion to reafon rather than 
ae Tt is with obedience as it is with faith: it muft have 
refpec& to. the will of God as its. proper object, 
tis me to any fecondary ideas of fitnefs as to what is revealed. 
ns be Principle only that conftitutés obedience, and that gives 
“Mo the Lord the glory due unto his name. Moreover: fome 


People are apt to make their own comfort the immediate 
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from his ordinances? It is not by a neglect of duty that we 
fhall prove to ourfelves, or others, that we are believers, 


ages, world without end! Amen. 


of our friends at 


a 


end of their religious duties ; and if this be not obtained, they 
excufe themfelves in negleéting them. Hence alfo fome ar 
in the habit of abfenting themfelves from the Cord’s table op 


occafion of any temporary depreffion, or darknefs of mind. ]f 


they were ferioufly afked, whether they doubted the truth of 
the everlafting gofpel; whether they were weary of the Re. 
deemer’s yoke; whether they wifhed ill to his caufe; whether 
they were indifferent towards it; in fhort, whether they would 
be willing to be treated by their brethren as his enemies? Pof. 
fibly they would feel but little, if no difficulty, in anfwering, 
No! But where is the confiftency then of ftanding aloof 


THis is the love of God,.that we keep his commandments. He that 
bath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. 


And though the inftitutions of Chrift are defigned for our edi- 
| facation and comfort; yet not for that end only. They are the 
exercife of authority as-well as love, and require for that rete 
fon firft of all to be obeyed, Let us but feek to glorify him, 
and our own comfort will follow as a confequence. Let us 
but. keep his commandments, and we {hall eat of the tree of 
life; revere his authority, and he will take care of our intereft, 


Unto him be glory in the church, by Chriff Fefus, throughout all 
B. CAVE, Moderator, 


Breviates. 
Tuesday evening vi. Brother Morris, minister of the place, opened the meeting 
‘by prayer, and brother Cave was chosen Moderator. tters from the Churches 


were read, and their contents minuted, No letter being received from the Church 
at Soham, its connexion with this Association is considered as dissolved. A letter 
of request being received from the Church at Luton, it was admitted to our fellow- 


- Fer service Closed with prayer by brother Harris. 
e 


nesday morning vi. Met for prayer. The following brethren engaged in 
the exercise: Dosset, Chater, Hall, and 
x. Brother Keely opened the public worship with prayer: 
other He 


preached from 2 Pet. i, 16: brother Fuller from Joho xvii. % 


: » the Circular Letter, which had been drawn up by brother 
Morris, was read, approved, and ordered to be printed. 


Evening vi. Met for public worship. Brother Edmonds prayed : brother Sut 
cliff 
After the 


d from Matt. x. 32, and concluded. : 


evening sérvice, the Ministers and Messengers deliberated on the cate 
scoe and Swanwick; and resolved, that the latter chore, # 

well as the former, be acknowledged as in connexion with this Association. 
letter was accordingly addressed to the Church at Loscoe, signed by the Moderator. » 
Thursdey morning vi. Brother Barton be in prayer: some of the Mi 


welated their experience, and b "Brother Faller 
appeinted to and brother Blundel concluded. B 


' p the next Circular Letter ; e thut people 
render to their ministers, in P et, On the assistanc Ae 


closed the promoting the interest of Chiat. The 


“NB. The next Associat; to 
Brethren Morris and Blusdel LEICESTER, in 


Put up at pert, Humberstone Gate. 


By Baptism 116 | By Death 4 | 
son 
Removed 


State of the Churches since the last Association. 
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“SED UY Je W. MORRIS, DUNSTALLE, 
; 


On Moral and Positive Obedience. 


THE 


Circular 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES 


OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 


ASSEMBLED AT SPALDING, 
May 19, 20, 21. 1807. 


Maintaining the important doétrines of three equal perfons in the Godhead; 
eteraal and perfonal election ; original fin; particular redemption; free juftifica- 
tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift; efficacious grace in regeneration; the 
final perfeverance of real believers; the refurrection of the dead; the future judg- 
ment; the eternal happinefs of the righteous ; and everlafting mifery of fuch as 
die impenitent; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolsbly : 


To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or from which they have received Letters : 
Meeting at Lofcoe, and Swanwick, Derbythire ; Sutton+Ajbfield, Nottingham, and 
Collingbam, Nottinghambhire ; Burton-upon- Trent, Staffordthire ; Sheepfhead, Leicefter, 
Sutton-in-the-Elms,* Arn/by, and Foxton, Leicefterfhire ; Oakbam, Rutland ; Spalding, 
Lincolnthire; Gretton, Clipflone, Guilfborough, Braunfion, Walgrave, Kettering, 
Meilton, Road, Bugbrook, and Northampton, Notthamptonfhire ; Olney and Iving- 
bet, Buckinghamfhire ; Dunflable and Luton, Bedfordthise ; and St. bans, Hert- 
 fordthire. 
Grace be to you, and peace from Ged our Father, and from 
Jefus Chrift our Lord! 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


()% meeting this year has been pleafant, and we hope 
profitable. ‘The confents pf the Letters from the Churches 
as ufual, various; but upon the whole, calculated to 
ittengthen and ftinwlute usin the work of the Lord. We 
feel for thofe churches which are yet deftitute of paftors, and 
if aS a call to us ‘to pray to the Lord of the harvett 
Wat he wouldisend forth more labourers, and blefs those intfti- 
futions which their | gifts are cultivated; and to léok out 
| amongtt.us men whofe hearts God hath touched, as the 
Proper objects of encouragement. 


? 
No’ Letter was rectived from Suston. 
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THE MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS . 


— 


49 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
F 
Price Pence. 


